
Amazon House was originally a packing warehouse
backing onto the Rochdale Canal. It was converted
into offices many years ago, however, as with many
buildings from the era, the reception area was little
more than a dark, pokey, unwelcoming lobby.

Reception
Incorporating a space previously used as a shop, a
new spacious and welcoming reception was formed,
bringing in much needed natural daylight. The new
space retains and highlights the building’s original
features. Previously boarded up windows were
refurbished and re-glazed and newly exposed
beams, brickwork and stonework was sandblasted
to reveal its former glory.

New floor tiling, and cherry wood panelling provides
contrast with clean contemporary lines whilst a purple
feature wall introduces the colour of the building’s
other common areas. Italian designer bench seating
and pendant lighting create a soothing atmosphere to
sit for a while.

Office Suite
Removing old suspended ceilings and partitioning in
the area previously used as the shop’s gallery, created
a light and bright dual aspect open plan office suite.
Subdivision of the new office area from the reception
is clearly conceived in the form of a ‘pod’
incorporating kitchen and welfare facilities.

Original brickwork and beams were also sandblasted
here and the original wall-to-wall windows were
restored, providing fantastic views over the canal
and Canal Street’s hustle and bustle beyond. Raised
access flooring bring the suite up-to-date and the
resulting space already has lots of interested
companies keen to be based in this amazing new
space in Amazon House.

For further information regarding the tenancy of this
this prestigious address please contact CBRE on
0161 355 7666 or Edwards and Co on 0161 833 9991.
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Makin’s interior design team have transformed the reception, entrance and
ground floor suite in one of Manchester’s fine old Grade 2 listed Victorian
Buildings; successfully upgrading the build’s image in the process.
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3RD FLOOR  AMAZON HOUSE  BRAZIL STREET  MANCHESTER  M1 3PJ
TELEPHONE 0161 236 0051  EMAIL architect@makinarchitecture.com
WEB www.makinarchitecture.com  

Printed on recycled paper. Design: www.imagine-cga.co.uk

0104

Xantium Carbon Zero Apartment Scheme
Commendation - Un-built Residential Scheme

This scheme was the first Carbon Zero Apartment
scheme to be designed for construction in
Manchester. Xantium will have 61 apartments
designed to meet ‘Code 6’, the highest possible rating
in the new system to measure the sustainability of
new homes. In addition four commercial units at
street level will achieve the highest ‘BREEAM
Excellent’ rating. In order to achieve net carbon
emissions of zero, every component specified in
the design had to be renewable, sustainable and/or
ecologically sound. Rated A or A+ in the Green Guide.

79 Piccadilly - Commendation
Conservation - Conservation category

These grade 2 listed offices above shops were
dilapidated and no longer used. We converted the
space into 25 apartments, made up of 1 bedroom,
2 bedroom and studio flats to appeal to a variety of
city dwellers. Ornate Victorian balustrades, tiles and
ceilings were restored and refabricated giving
common areas a grand feel and any subdivision
took into consideration original features so they
remained intact and on view. Externally the building
fabric was renovated and re-rendered to contrast
with the Gothic stone features.

Our Client Eastern Green was recently awarded a
Built in Quality Award for the Piccadilly scheme by
Manchester City Council. The awards were presented
to just eleven outstanding construction projects
selected from a total of more than 2600 buildings
that the Building Control service inspected in the
past year. Quite an achievement!

Makin Architecture is delighted to announce we have again had
recognition with two commendations in this years MSA Awards.Awards a plenty

A Master of Achievement
Our company secretary Tracey Beekman has proved it
is possible to juggle studies around a busy family and
work life by completing her masters degree in
management in just 2 years instead of three.

Tracey comments… “Looking back to my early days at
Makin Architecture, a Masters is something I would not
have considered possible, but with encouragement
initially from Ray Makin to enhance my professional

development with management studies and latterly
with continued support, help and advice from Andrew
Burns, I began to realise just what I was capable of
and how much I enjoy studying. Achieving my goal of
a Masters Degree has given me enormous personal
satisfaction and I hope my success will inspire others
to fulfil their potential. Now I have truly caught the
bug, I would love to continue studying, but perhaps
this time incorporating some of my other interests…
perhaps a photography or landscape gardening
course will be next”.

The best entrants, representing 24 top employers,
were invited to a weekend-long final event at
Eynsham Hall, Oxfordshire (pictured below). The
selected teams were given a brief based on a real
site at Keele University and presented a masterplan
on the opening evening. The challenges throughout
the weekend, took them right through the design
process, finishing with the construction stage.

Makin Architecture’s Heloise Wood was a member
of ‘Team Goal” who were awarded The judges
discretionary prize of £1000 for their consistent
efforts over the weekend and for coming a close
second overall.

Heloise said after the weekend... “This was a fast
paced, energetic challenge to all the skills needed
to be a team player in today’s construction
industry - a lot of hard work, but also fantastic
fun. I surprised myself! And I met a lot of great
people over the weekend.”

The competition aims to promote understanding
and co-operation between young professionals in
the construction industry and counts as 4 days CPD
as well as helping competitors fulfil several of the
core objectives required for chartered membership
of many institutions.

If you’re under 30 and work in the construction
industry why don’t you give Teambuild a try?

Heloise is now the North of England representative
and can be contacted on 0161 236 0051 or email:
heloisewood@ma  kinarchitecture.com. Or visit the
Teambuild website: www.teambuilduk.com

Team Triumph for Heloise
Teambuild 2008, sponsored by ConstructionSkills, challenged young people working
in construction to plan and design the development of part of a major university.

Left: The new spacious and welcoming reception area.
Above: The office suite features original beams and brickwork
with fantastic views over the canal and Canal Street.
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Peter’s Personal Best
For the second year running (pun) Peter Mickleburgh has
taken part in the Great Manchester Run. Along with team
mate Jon Bowles he raised £389 for the Royal National
Lifeboat Institution. Peter was chuffed to achieve his
personal best of 50 minutes in the 10K despite strong
headwinds on the second leg back into the city.

Pictured on one of the RNLI’s finest lifeboats, from right
to left in their cool running gear are Jonathan Bowles
and Peter Mickleburgh. - Well-done lads!
The RNLI is independent from Government, relying on donations for its income,
so can only continue thanks to people like Peter and Jon taking up the cause
and keeping them afloat.
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