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 Makin Architecture ...
it’s exactly what we do

Manchester’s finest professionals from the building and property
industry were gathered together to hear a surprise announcement
from Ray Makin on Wednesday 13th September.

After 25years of the award winning practice delivering fine
architectural solutions for their clients, the directors Ray Makin,
Andrew Burns, Ashley Hunt and Tracey Beekman, announced that
Provan and Makin was to be re-branded with the new name reflecting
exactly what the business is all about… Makin Architecture!

Ray Makin reminded the audience that the company name had
remained unchanged since the formation of the company exactly
25 years ago and said that the new simpler name reflected the
organisational changes which had followed Jo Provan’s retirement
in 2000.   He said that he had handed over the role of Managing
Director to Andrew Burns, reflecting the amount of work that
Andrew and Company Secretary Tracey Beekman were doing

towards the day to day operation of the company.  Ashley Hunt has taken the role of Design Director and he will be responsible
for promoting the already excellent design work produced by the practice.

Ray is to be Executive Chairman of the company dealing
with the growth development policies and overall business
management.

The Makin Architecture evening also was given a flying
start…quite literally, with an amazing prize draw.   All guests
in attendance were issued with a sealed envelope which
was opened at the announced time.   The envelope contained
details of the new Makin Architecture logo and identity,
but one lucky guest, from TRP Consulting, also had the
‘golden ticket’ in her envelope winning her a two week
holiday for two in Florida courtesy of the Makin Architecture
Directors. Nichola Bryceland said…“I am absolutely delighted.
I couldn’t believe I had the winning ticket, I had to read it
several times before it sank in it was me that had won!”

Makin Architecture will continue to produce imaginative
contemporary design solutions with an eye for commercial
viability. The practice has a broad spectrum of design
capabilities and specialises in urban architecture as well
as listed buildings and conservation areas.

Nichola Bryceland, the winner of the Florida Holiday Prize draw is congratulated
by the directors of Makin Architecture

Pictured from left to right:
Andrew Burns, Tracey Beekman, Ray Makin,

Nichola Bryceland of TRP Consulting & Ashley Hunt

guests gather to hear the announcement
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Planning, due to be submitted by Makin Architecture at
the end of this month, will pave the way for the regeneration
of this historically important site.

The Davenport Potteries, in Stoke on Trent, commenced
business on the site in1794 and following royal patronage
(William IV commissioned Davenport to make a superb
service of porcelain to be use at the coronation banquet),
the potteries thrived with over 1500 people employed at
the site.

Once plans are passed, the Grade II & II* listed buildings,
which have lain derelict for some time, will be sensitively
renovated.  Selective demolition will preserve the immense
character and charm, whilst sympathetic new build
elements on the footprint of some existing buildings, will
provide a mix of 1,2 and 3 bed contemporary apartments.

In addition, commercial spaces, will once more bring bustling
activity and life, with employment created for a new
generation at Top Bridge.

Makin Architecture have received a fifth award for this building,
this time from the coveted Roses Design Awards body who
recognised the St. Mary’s scheme with Bronze award for the best
re-use of a listed building.

Our design to convert the church to contemporary apartments
has been recognised yet again, as it works with the existing structure
to provide an intelligent and innovative solution to an age-old problem.
The volume of the central aisle remains, with new multi story town
houses slotted through the arches into the side aisles like large
pods.  All of the features and grandeur of this Grade II* listed church remain visible and intact.

Fifth Design Award for St. Mary’s Church

makin progress

Trinity Church conversion goes to plan

Top Bridge set to be top des-res

Hot on the heals of our awards success with St. Mary’s Church and prior to
that St. Georges in Manchester, we have been commissioned to design a
scheme for the conversion of Trinity Church in the heart of Bolton. Holy Trinity
Church was deconsecrated in 2002 and has remained vacant ever since.
With the change in the popularity of town centre living, we are now looking at
a second transformation to revitalise this beautiful building. The church and
adjacent school buildings are a well known local landmark, situated on one of
Bolton’s busy intersections; yet one little known surprising feature tucked away
to the south side is a lovely garden area which will provide a quiet haven for the
new residents.

Plans are well on the way and Ashley Hunt, Makin Architecture’s Design Director
said… “ Trinity Church presents us with yet another fantastic opportunity to
preserve the fabulous features of the building whilst creating exciting
contemporary living spaces”.
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makin a difference

Makin Architecture is delighted to announce that we have been awarded the Environmental
Business Pledge Silver Award and are working our way towards a Gold award in the near
future.

‘The award came as a nice surprise on our first inspection by the representative from
The Environment Business Pledge. We are a very environmentally conscious company
and have lots of measures in place such as recycling and energy saving and to be
recognised with this award is great news. What’s more, the award programme also helps
us to improve further by giving us a set of criteria to work towards to achieve the highest
standards.’ Said Tracey Beekman, Company Secretary.

The Environmental Business Pledge is a unique initiative developed solely for Manchester
Businesses. Manchester City Council, Groundwork, Mersey Basin Campaign, ENCAMS
and the Environment Agency have come together to expand the pledge to offer services
to support businesses in their quest to improve environmental performance, achieve
major cost savings and increase competitiveness.

The scheme is designed to reward and recognise those companies doing their bit to
improve the city’s environment. Manchester City Council are asking businesses to make
a simple pledge to improve their local environment and work towards improving their
environmental performance.

Environmentaly speaking...we’re going for gold!

Makin Architecture’s recent programme of Seminars have been highly
successful and very well attended. The subject matter - PPG 15 may seem
a little heavy, but with Ray’s inimitable style, knowledge and enthusiasm,
the subject is brought to life. He
manages to condense a weighty
document into the core basics
and attendees can pick up some
extremely useful and interesting
tips to help negotiate through the
red tape when developing in listed
buildings and conservation areas.

The seminars have been so well
received, that we have been asked
to take the seminar in-house to
some of the larger property
companies and consultants as
part of their continuing
professional development
programmes. Ray will be
delighted to do the same for other
companie’s who would like to
benefit and best of all… the service is completely without charge!

Bringing PPG 15 to the Seminar Scene

CUBE Manchester 19th October

Queens Hotel, Leeds 3rd October

Guests at the Manchester seminar
enjoying networking and the buffet lunchoen

If you would like to arrange for the seminar to be held in-
house at your company, all you have to do is contact
Tracey Beekman on tracey@makinarchitecture.com

 or 0161 236 0051 and we will do the rest.
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makin news

Makin Architecture recently supported a major promotional party to celebrate the launch of
MSA2. The event welcomed all practitioners and students of Manchester University. This
included year out students from other schools who are currently working in the area. The
evening was a great success and was kick started with a free drink and some hot food from
the rooftop barbeque at Pure Space.

The recent formation of MSA Squared through the amalgamation of the MSA (Manchester
Society of Architects) and the MSA (Manchester School of Architecture) has resulted in a
new and closer partnership between architectural practices and the school. The intention is
to introduce young student architects to the practice environment and day-to-day operations
as early as possible in their education, thereby producing a more aware and experienced student
at 'year out' stage.

This philosophy fits well with the ethos at Makin Architecture as we believe wholeheartedly
in supporting the next generation of Architects as much as we can. Our design director Ashley
Hunt, frequently gives guest lectures at the school and we offer places to year out students,
who are given the opportunity to learn, whilst getting hands-on experience with live projects.
They also take part in our regular CPD training sessions. We like to think that the year out
students leave us more commercially aware and technically competent, having enjoyed the
Makin experience, which does seem to be the case, as many of the students return to us after
they qualify, or keep in touch with us for years after. 

 Architecture students go square

Makin Architectures interior designer Rosemary Sitford has recently
gained her Advanced City & Guilds Certificate in Photography, turning
one of her hobbies and passions into a valuable addition to her interior
design service. Now she doesn’t have to search high and low to find
the perfect picture to finish one of her schemes – she creates it!

Rosie has already had her work commissioned by clients and one of
her beautiful photographs is featured in the reception of Cardinal House
in Manchester; the perfect finishing touch to compliment the interior
scheme she designed.

Rosie is Photo Fit!

Further copies of this and previous newsletters can
be downloaded in PDF format from our website.

www.makinarchitecture.com

Tracey Beekman, Makin Architectures Company Secretary has been a driving force behind
the implementation of systems in place to improve organisation and efficiency within the
practice, Tracey who has been with the practice for 13 years, began part time studies in
2001, gaining her Diploma in Management in 2005 and is now studying for her Masters
Degree in Management.

Ray Makin, Chairman said “ We are incredibly proud of Tracey’s achievements, not only that,
her contribution to the practice over the years has been invaluable and we wish her every
success in her Masters Degree’”.

Master stroke for Tracey

Above:
Ashley Hunt - Design Director

Below:
 Architect, Dragana Opacic

discussing design with year out student
Chris Seviour


