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Provan and Makin are delighted to announce that St. Mary’s Church, Hulme has now
won a total of four design awards.
“To receive one award for a particular project’s design is great recognition, to get two or
even three is rare, so to be recognised for a fourth time is fantastic and hugely uplifting
for the whole practice.” said Ray Makin Managing Director of Provan and Makin Architects.

At the Manchester Society of Architects awards ceremony on Thursday 4th May, the
MSA recognised this innovative design solution for the second year running for the
preservation or re-use of buildings (the first completed phase at St.Mary’s won this
coverted accolade in 2005).

The MSA choose projects that demonstrate the value of good design, which in turn improves
the quality of our built environment.

Only a couple of weeks prior to the MSA awards ceremony we were also delighted to hear our
design had caught the eye of the Civic Trust judges who
awarded the practice a commendation for St. Mary’s.
The Civic Trust judges described the scheme...
“ St. Mary’s church provides an excellent model for domestic
conversion within a neo-gothic church. The principal
accommodation is cleverly contained in the side aisles. Other
than the insertion of roof lights there has been no change
to the external fabric”.

With Standards at a six year high according to the judges,
Provan and Makin were very pleased that St. Mary’s was
awarded a commendation in the ‘Best Conservation’ category of the National Home Builder
Awards 2006 announced in July.
“The four awards are further recognition for our imaginative and innovative design solutions.  St. Mary’s
is a good demonstration of the essential elements being brought into play to bring viable life to redundant
listed buildings whilst preserving and enhancing their beautiful features” said Ray
In the past too many developers have decimated Churches by bricking up archways, installing
false ceilings and splitting magnificent windows. Provan and Makin’s design works with the existing structure and provides an innovative solution. The
volume and majesty of the church’s central aisle remains intact whilst the new multi story dwellings are slotted through the arches into the side aisles
like large ‘pods’. Internally each apartment is galleried with all floor levels set back, so the fantastic stained glass window is uninterrupted, illuminating
the living space with delicate colours throughout the day. For more information on St. Mary’s and our other award winning projects visit the Provan
and Makin Website
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The traditional red brick streets of Daubhill are to get a cutting
edge new neighbour.
Provan & Makin’s bold scheme for a new library, replaces the old
Victorian building, as the stairs had been proving too steep for the
elderly and disabled to access.
The new user friendly, contemporary design uses bold primary
colours and will include a textured glass lift tower, which acts as a
small-scale local landmark.
Architect Andrew Burns Said... “ We could have got away with a
basic style building here, but we wanted it to be something special of
high quality. Daubhill is one of those areas of Bolton that are ripe for
change and we wanted to raise the stakes."
The building will also retain a sense of history as the original corner stone laid in 1887 by alderman Mattew Fielding is to be
saved and re laid in the new structure. Access will be much improved, directly at street level and the building will appear less
austere and more inclusive and approachable to the local community.

news from the sites

Passers by on Upper Brook Street can now see the massive steel frame emerging
and at the South West corner where the 13 storey landmark block is begining
to take shape.
The size of this project and the speedy construction programme means that
two tower cranes are needed to lift various building components and steelwork
skillfully into position.
Once complete the mixed use development will have 174 apartments for key
workers and students, as well as shops, commercial and community facilities.

plymouth grove landmark begins to emerge

kids are delighted with kearsley west school

Thanks to Jamie Oliver, children are now highly conscious of what goes into school dinners
as well as looking after themselves in general. So with the news that their new multi
purpose sports and dining hall is now finished,
complete with their own on site production
kitchens, the pupils can now rest assured that
their healthy meals are prepared fresh on site
each day. Once mealtimes are over, the dining
space doubles as a sports hall, giving Kearsleys
health conscious primaries ample space to flex
and frolic and in the evenings the amenities are
available for community use.
The new facility, built with sustainability in mind
takes advantage of new technologies with under
floor heating, recycled rubber floor coverings, and a Kalwall panel system which floods
the space with soft natural light, whilst insulating in the winter and reducing solar gain in
the summer.

high street library
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new lease of life for old potteries

south manchester synagogue

listed building news

Every listed building presents its own challenges and here in South Manchester changing demographics
meant that more community space was needed whilst the prayer space could be reduced.

Our design creates two amazing new spaces by dividing the existing listed building at gallery level to take
full advantage of the fantastic domed roof which will house a new spacious function room with a feature

stage area. Below the worship space still has ample capacity
and the new ceiling features subtle recessed lighting, giving
the illusion of sunlight flooding in from above.
Existing features remain intact, for example; the stage area
above is set forward to allow the sacred Ark Wall to be
visible to its full majestic height.

   The photographs show the progress on site with the new
floor now in position. Artists impressions show how the
completed spaces will look in a few months time.

In the heart of an area rich in industrial heritage, like so many factories, backing onto the Trent and Mersey
canal, the old Price and Kensington pottery is a collection of buildings built over the years to accommodate
different functions and processes undertaken in the manufacture of earthenware pottery. The factory has
been at this location since around 1896 and some of the earliest surviving examples of fire proofed
construction in the pottery industry hale from here.
No longer viable, sadly the business had closed and the redundant buildings had fallen into a state of disrepair.
In order to secure the upkeep and preserve the historic fabric, a new use was needed. Our listed building
expertise and experience was called on to prepare Planning and Listed Building Consent applications to
convert the building into residential apartments and with our eye for commercial practicalities the Provan

and Makin designs divide the available space, sympathetically
and imaginatively.
Ray Makin said... “The site is amazing; a mix of humble and once
common examples of architecture from a variety of periods, listed
precisely because they are relatively unaltered examples of their
type.  Once the conversions are completed with features such as
an amazing old brick built, circular bottle kiln, the development
will be a fantastic and unique place to live that is sure to be a hit
with the local community”.



PROVAN & MAKIN - Bainbridge House - London Road - Manchester - M1 2PW - www.provanandmakin.com

An eclectic mix of building industry professionals and clients were captivated
and enthused at our lunchtime seminar and networking event earlier this
year, on Thursday 24th March.

The event which appropriately, was held in a Grade II Listed Building that
we were commissioned to convert, dealt with the subject of providing
cost effective innovative solutions that overcome the minefield of red tape
associated with Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas.  Ray Makin’s talk
included tips on how to play by the rules, ways to get it right first time
and ways to get your plans approved so that you realize the building / site’s
full potential.  Judging by the emails and letters of thanks received afterwards,
the event was very well received.
Lynne Garsden of Guest Garsden said... “I just wanted to thank you for your
enlightening talk...”
When asked if the presentation could be improved in any way Janet Pickup
from Ashtenne said... “Ray showed great passion in his delivery of his
presentation which certainly achieved the objective...”

seminar success

Guests networking
and enjoying the
famous Little Yang
Sing

If you are interested in arranging for Ray to visit your company to present
this lecture in-house to your colleagues, or if you would like to attend
one of our future seminar networking events, please contact Tracey at
Provan and Makin

Email: tracey@provanandmakin.com

Leeds Seminar - Wednesday 27th September 2006
Manchester Seminar - Thursday 19th October 2006
Liverpool & Birmingham - dates to be announced soon

piccadilly partnership

Created in 2003, the Piccadilly Partnership is a strategic and pioneering alliance of public and private
sectors. It brings together key landowners, Manchester City Council, Manchester City Centre
Management Company, other public sector services, local businesses and occupiers to create a
vibrant, thriving community where people choose to live, work and play.
With our office based within the Piccadilly area, we are ideally placed to play an ongoing key role
in the strategic planning and numerous refurbishments and redevelopments that are taking place.
It is therefore appropriate that we are members the Piccadilly Partnership.
The Partnership continues to champion the area and set a clear strategic direction and enable
project delivery.

CPD seminarsPROVAN & MAKIN
Bainbridge House
London Road
Manchester
M1 2PW
T: 0161 236 0051
E: architect@provanandmakin.com

Provan and Makin are holding an evening reception on Wednesday 13th September at the
Pitcher and Piano, Gt. Bridgewater,  Manchester.
During the course of the evening, our guests will be the first to hear some exciting
announcements about the practice.
If you would like to be amongst the first to hear our news, whilst taking the opportunity
to socialise and network with fellow property and construction industry professionals, email
Tracey Beekman and she will arrange for you to recieve your personal invitation.

Email: tracey@provanandmakin.com

Join us to celebrate

general news


